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crab, particularly for institutional uses. Because of
recent failures of the dungeness crab fishery in
Washington, Oregon, and California, and low catches
in Alaska, the ever-increasing demand for crab meat
has been filled by a wner crab. Acceptance is
expected to increase as the product bscomes more
familiar in major markets, and thers is svery
indication that the tanner crab fishery will strengthen
as the stocks of other species are subject to stricter
controls. In fact, because of the sbundance of the
shellfish, tanner may be the “money” crab of the
future for Kodiak fishermen,

One of the most dramatic changes in the make-up
of the Kodiak fishery in msem vears is
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that the Kodiak salmon industry will have to reduce
operations because of resource depletion.

in conclusion, the future of Kediak fishing industry
is extremely bright, and residents of the area are
optimistic. Reflecting this optimism, many fishermen
are investing in new boats and gear or upgrading
present equipment both to participate in new
fisheries and to improve thelr sbility to utilize those
already established. It is felt that increasing emphasis
on bottom fish and tanner crab will combine with
continued successful harvests of shrimp, king crab,
salmon and halibut to maintain the island’s position
a5 one of the world’s leading fishing ports. The
development of new fisheries in Kodiak is probably
several years away, but look for new development
and success for the Kodiak fishing industry.

ALASKA'S ECONOMY IN JUNE

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT: Normea! seasonal expansion
of the work foree occurred in June with the addition
of 7,800 positions. Although employment gains were
registered in all industry groups, the bulk of the
overall gain was caused by lumps in food processing
and construction employment which are up 4,100
and 1,500 respectively from May estimates. Mining
is the only industry to show lower employment levels
this June than last, reducing Qmpseymem 200. Gther
industries have registered employment gains of up to
1,500 workers in the past.year.

Mining: Widespread inactivity typified the mining
industry in June as it has all vear as the industry
“marks time” in anticipation of %‘3%% developments
on both the hard-rock minersl and oil exploration
scene. Employment did increase by approximately
100 during the past month, but sbout 200 more
persons were emploved last yesr at this time.

Construction: The month of June saw the start of
a number of orojects which boosted employment
considerably. Qver the month 1,500 jobs were added

bly
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z%”é%é’? at the same time last yvear. Further employmaent
increases should be in the offing for the ensuing
ey months as work progresses on g record
volume of construction contracts,
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