
level as last year. Employment in the lumber and 
pu I p mi II s was down about 1 00 worke rs from last 
year, but it is too early to tell if this was a permanent 
change or a temporary fluctuation. The rest of the 
decline from last year was among firms closely related 
to the housing industry, such as cabinet makers, 
wooden truss manufacturers, as well as prefabricated 
and mobile home builders. 

The fish processing industry, responding to good 
salmon catches, increased employment over the 
month about ten percent. However, by mid June the 
main part of the salmon run had yet to arrive and 
some processors had not started operations. As of 
June 16, chinook, sockeye, pink and chum salmon 
were reported along the southern portion of the 
Alaska Peninsula and in the Nushagak District of 
Bristol Bay. Activity in Prince William Sound and 
Cook Inlet was generally about average. The 
Southeastern Region was the only major area in the 
state to be experiencing catches below year ago levels. 
The Chinook trol l fishery in southeastern was running 
about 50 percent below last year. 

A il sectors of the transportation industry experienced 
normal seasona l increases in employment f rom May 
to June. Employment was also up from last year in 

every sector except trucking. Airline deregulation as 
well as increased tourism helped boost employment 
in the air transporation industry. Wien Air Alaska's 
entry into routes between Southeast Alaska and 
Seattle in June has been the most significant 
expansion to date. Growth in the water 
transportat ion industry was generally among barge 
operators operating between Seattle and various parts 
around the state. 

Seasona l employment growth in the remainder of 
private industry was also about average. Much of 
the increase in the trade and services industries was 
related to tourism. Both restaurant and hotel 
employment increased by 5 and 11 percent 
respectively, which is about average for this time of 
year. 

The drop in government employment was primarily 
due to the end of the school year. Most local school 
districts had finished the year by late Mayor early 
June. Employment at the University of Alaska also 
dropped about 200 with the close of the spring 
semester. The hiring of firefighters to put out the 
Delta Barley Fire was the major factor behind 
increased state employment during June. 

JOB SERVICE 
ACTIVE APPLICANT CHARACTERISTICS 

By Jane MCIntosh 

Generally, Job Service applicants are non-union 
workers. A lthough some applicants are employed and 
wanting to change jobs, most are unemployed. The 
total number of Job Serv ice applicants exceeds total 
unemployment. Because the applicant data is so 
broadly based its characterist ics can be inferred to 
approximate those of the unemployed. 

The total number of applicants statewide increased 
three percent over the number reported for the 
quarter ending March, 1979 (Alaska Economic 
Trends, May, 1979). This would be due to students 
and possibly school employees entering the labor 
market with not enough seasonal jobs to compensate 
for the influx . Compared to the previous quarter, 
all age groups 19 and under increased in proportion 
to the total. The age groups for those 20 years and 
older have dropped wh ich would correspond with 
seasona l work for more experienced worker, e.g., 
construction, fishing and lumbering. 

There is a higher percentage of male applicants in 
the smaller communities, especia ll y where there are 
more outside jobs. Larger cities with employment 
primarily in trade, services and government tend to 
have a fairly even distribution of male and female 
applicants. 
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Aetive Applioant Cbarllcteristicn , Tabl e I 

Percentage By A.9c {';roup" 

TOta l 15 &. Under 16 -1 7 18-19 20-21 22- 24 25-29 JO-34 ]5-39 40 4 5- 54 55-64 OV"r 65 

Sute 23, 1 71 9 10 20 12 

Local of iCE: Area 

,Juneau 
Saka 
"<0tolu..k.an 
Anchor.lge 
~t-Su 

Glenallon 
Bethel 

l ....Utngham 
X:ena1. 
)(.odialc. 
sewA..rd 

a1rbanks 
SarTOW' 

!<om. 
Kotzebue 

1 ,466 
488 

1 , 056 
, 54 3 

1 , 959 
13 

1, 310 
155 

1,015 
34 0 
306 

5, 068 
60 

227 
.14 

4 
2 

4 
0 

6 

0 

4 
0 

9 

8 

4 
5 

11 
11 

9 
9 
9 

10 
12 

9 
10 
12 

8 
5 

12 

10 
1 0 
10 
11 
7 

12 
! 
1 2 
11 
10 
1 0 

7 
14 

1 5 
21 
1 5 
1 6 
11 
10 
14 
13 
15 
20 
20 
16 
17 
14 
2 5 

18 
17 
21 
20 
20 
14 
16 
14 
19 
19 
18 
21 
20 
11 
I R 

11 
U 
11 
l2 
1 5 
1 5 

6 
13 
1 2 

9 
13 
II 
19 

6 
6 
7 
7 

8 
9 
8 

11 
7 
6 
6 
7 

10 

4 
5 
6 

14 
7 
7 
5 

6 
7 

6 

9 
a 

1 6 
14 
17 

7 
9 
5 
7 

1 0 
11 
11 

5 
8 
5 

7 
5 

1 
2 

0 

0 

"Mol y not ada to 100\ due to roundi ng 

S'.ource : employment Seoice Active Reco rda ( ESARS ), June 3D, 1979 

Active Appl i ca_nt Charac tecistics, '!'!lble II 
Percenta'iJe of 

Per centage of Ethnic Croup · ecoooznical ly Di sd.dvantaget;l 

~ Whit~ Black Hispanl.C' 
AIDe! i ean IndLOn 
A 4SMn Native 

Asian pacific 
Islander I NA 

tal" 2], I n 72 16 23 

liJce.l Office Me.a 

JU1'IedU 

S t.ka 
J(ptchlkan 
Anchor",q~ 

ro'dt-Su 
Glenallen 
Bethel 
D.l.lll..nghom 
Ke llOl. 
1<0 14k 
SC!wud 
F4.ubllnka 
j!.3cro-w 

""".wtzt::buc 

1 , 466 
4ij9 

1.056 
9 , 54] 
1 . 959 

114 
1 , 110 

155 
1, 015 

]40 
lOG 

5 , 069 
60 

227 
4 4 

63 
66 
71 
77 
94 
60 

J 
13 
84 
65 
9" 
90 
15 
10 

2 

9 
I 
1 

1 
0 
1 
0 
b 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

22 
2q 

18 
9 
3 

2S 
91 
82 

20 

78 
e4 
9] 

10 

J 
5 

0 

6 
1 
1 

1 0 
4 

J 

"6 
4 
2 
0 

37 
21 
29 
26 
14 
J2 
28 
21 
12 
12 
26 
13 
70 
76 
4 3 

.w.y flot add tD 100 
Source: ESARS , JlJne 

u .~ 0 ro 
30 . 1979 

ndl n9 
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Ac tive Appl icant Charac ter i s tic fl' , Table III 


Percentasc Bl Sex Perce.n tAge "!X Hi9hes t Grade Come l eted* t'eccentaSlil!' BX Veteran Groui2:!1ii 


Sta t e 

Local Offic e 

Juneau 
Si t:I<A 
K t chi l<an 
Anchorage 
Ma t - Su 
Glenal l e n 
tiethel 
Di llingham 
Kenai 
XOdial< 
S.wud 
airbanka 

Barrow 
Nome 
Kotzebue 

Total 

23,171 

Are a 

1,466 
488 

1, 056 
9, 54 3 
1, 959 

134 
1, 31 0 

1 55 
1,01 5 

34 0 
306 

5 , 068 
60 

227 
44 

Ma l e 

5 5 

54 
50 
6 2 
49 
00 
64 
75 
66 
58 
66 

57 

7Q 
80 

F I e 

4 5 

46 
50 
lB 
51 
40 
)6 

25 
)4 

42 
34 
39 
4 3 
38 
30 
20 

0-7 

1 0 
13 
33 

13 
13 
18 

8-11 

35 

27 
26 
28 
24 
27 
22 
30 
25 
27 
24 
26 
22 
38 
40 
20 

12 

44 

38 
39 
43 
46 
4 6 
44 
) 0 
32 
4 5 
33 
4 1 
4 5 
4S 
37 
55 

Ovu 12 

27 

3 J 
14 
27 
29 
25 
24 

10 
26 
3. 
)0 
31 

Al l Ve ts 

20 

15 
14 
25 
2l 
22 
Jl 

8 

18 
12 
20 
22 
23 
1 7 
23 

Rec e.n tly 
Sep!t"a t ed 

B 

6 
6 
6 

Dl. sa.bled 

() 

0 
0 

Vi~t:n4.m 

Era 

6 

2 
8 

11 
1 0 

5 
4 
2 
6 
6 
e 

11 
8 

11 

tayno t 
so urce: 

add 100\ du.:!: to rounding 
£:SARS. June 30 , 1979 
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