
Characteristics of Alaska's Unemployed 


By Jeff Hadland 

E 
ach m onth Alaska Economic Trends publishes an estimate of the 
total number o f unem ployed persons statewide and by census area. 
Wh i le there is no deta iled characte ri stic information for the total 
unem ployed labor force, characteristic inform ation is ava ilable for 

a major subset of the unem ployed-those that receive unemployment insurance 
payments. Major and detail ed occupationa l categories and place of residence 
fo r Alaska cla imants residi ng in t he state are discussed below. 

Unemployment estimates are determined by an examination of data for the 
week including the twelfth day of the month. For the benefit week end ing 
November 2 1, 1987, exact ly 9,400 individuals were elig ible to receive unem
p loyment insurance payments. 

Table 1 

Total Unemployment Insurance Claimants for Week Ending November 2 1, 1987 


By Region and City 

A nchorage-MatSu Region Interior Region Northern Region 

Anchorage 3,053 Allakaket 2 Ambler 8 
Big Lake 58 Anderson 3 Atqasuk 2 
Chugiak/Eklutna 108 Anvik 1 Barrow 15 
Eagle River 214 Arctic Village 4 Brevig Miss ion 1 
Elmendorf AFB 19 Beaver 1 Buckland 3 
Fort Ri chardson 21 Central 1 Deering 1 
Girdwood 26 Chalkyitsik 1 Elim 1 
Houston 9 Chicken 1 Gambell 6 
Palmer 300 Circle 2 Kaktovik 1 
Skweetna 1 Clear 1 Kiana 6 
Sutton 25 College 188 Kivalina 2 
Ta lkeetna Area 20 Curry's Corner 43 Kobuk 2 
Tra pper Creek 21 Delta Junction 48 Kotzebue 25 
Wasilla 513 Denali National Park 26 Koyuk 3 
Willow 32 Eagle 2 Noatak 8 

Eielson AFB 22 Nome 41 
Gulf Coast Region Ester 1 1 Noorvik 8 

Fairbanks 1,035 Nuiqsut 2 
Anchor Point 47 Fort Wainwright 25 Point Hope 4 
Chitina 1 Fort Yukonl 1 1 Saint Michael 7 
Clam Gulch 8 Galena 7 Savoonga 4 
Cooper Landing 6 Grayling 4 Selawik 7 
Copper Center 23 Healy 21 Shaktoolik 1 
Cordova 44 Holy Cross 6 Shishmaref 14 
Gakona 21 Huslia 6 Shungnak 3 
Glennallen 17 Kaltag 2 Stebbins 2 
Homer 189 Koyukuk 1 Teller 3 
Hope 3 Manley Hot Springs 5 Unalakleet 12 
Kasilof 40 McGrath 4 Wainwright 3 
Kenai 278 Minto 2 
Kodiak 153 Nenana 23 Southeast Region 
Moose Pass 3 Nikolai 2 
Nikisk i 55 North Pole 250 Angoon 15 
Ninilchik 22 Northway 11 Annette 63 
Old Harbor 2 Nulato 3 Auke Bay 22 
Seldovia 10 Ruby 7 Craig 16 
Seward 138 Salcha 19 Douglas 30 
Soldotna 284 Stevens Village 2 Excursion Inlet 9 
Sterling 50 Summit 21 Gustavus 6 
Tatitlek 1 Tanana 7 Haines 43 
Tyonek 5 Tok 58 Hoonah 28 
Valdez 33 Two Rivers 6 Hydaburg 15 
Whittier 1 Univ Of Ak-Fairbanks 6 Hyder 2 

Venetie 1 Juneau 333 
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In November it was estimated that 
there were 23,694 individuals 
statewide that were unemployed. T h is 
means that only 40% of t hose 
Alaskans considered unemployed are 
currently elig ible for unemployment 
insurance benefits. Those ineli gibl e 
may have exha usted their benefi ts, 
may be new entrants to the labor 
force, o r may have a work h istory in 
jobs not covered by unemployment 
insurance. 

The percent o f unemployed individu
als el igible for unemployment insur
ance benefits during Novem ber is 
about the same as that reported in 
sta tistics collected during J uly of this 
year, Alaska's traditional seasonal 
high employment month. The total 

number of claimants with Alaska ad· 
dresses has declined by more than 
seven percent due to exhaustion of 
benefits, out·migration and long term 
employment declines. The total num
ber of claimants, both in state and 
out-of-state, has increased during the 
same time period. 

Unem ploym ent insurance claimants 
are widely d istributed throughout the 
state. Table 1 shows the residence of 
claimants by region and community 
based upon th eir home address zip 
code. A nchorage, not surp rising ly, 
has the largest number of unemploy· 
ment insurance cl aimants. 

Table 1 (con tinued) 

T ot al (Jnemployment Insurance Claim ants for We k Ending November 21, 1987 


By Region and City 

Southeast Region (continued) 

Kake 
Ketchikan 
Klawock 
Meyers Chuck 
Outer Ketchikan 
Pelica n 
Petersburg 
Sitka 
Skagway 
Tenakee Springs 
Thorne Bay 
Wrangell 
Yakutat 

Southwest Region 

Akiachak 
Akiak 
Alakanuk 
Aleknagik 
A niak 
Bethel 
Chefornak 
Chevak 
Clarks Point 
Cold Bay 
Dillingham 
Dutch Harbor 
Eek 
Ekwok 
Emmonak 
False Pass 
Goodnews Bay 
Hooper Bay 
Iliamna 
Kasigluk 
King Cove 
King Salmon 
Kipnuk 
Kotlik 
Kwethluk 
Kwigiggingok 
Lower Kalskag 

15 
2 17 

30 
1 
8 
6 

102 
162 
33 

1 
4 

57 
18 

1 
3 
1 

' 2 
5 

39 
2 
7 
1 
1 

23 
1 
1 
3 
7 
1 
3 
7 
2 
4 
2 
4 

16 
3 
4 
5 
2 

Southwest Region (conti nued) 

Manokotak 3 
Mekoryuk 4 
Mountain Village 6 
Naknek 10 
Napakiak \ 
Nightmute 1 
Nondalton 5 
Pedro Bay 1 
Pilot Station 1 
Platinum 1 
Port Alsworth 1 
Port Heiden 1 
Quinhagak 6 
Red Devil 1 
Russian Mission 3 
Saint Marys 7 
Sand Point 4 
Scammon Bay 3 
Sleetmute 1 
South Naknek 1 
St. Geo rge/St. Pau I 9 
Togiak 2 
Tuntutuliak 1 
Unalaska 1 

The total number of 
claimants with Alaska 

addresses has declined by 
more than seven percent 

due to exhaustion of 
benefits, out-migration 

and long term 
employment declines. 
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Table 2 
Total Unemployment Insurance Claimants for Week Ending November 21, 1987 

By Region and Two Digit DOT Occupational Category 

Region 
Anch.-MatSu Gulf Coast Interior Northern Southeast Southwest 

Occupation Count Count Coun t Count Count Count Total 

Construction Occs NEC' 684 272 399 66 159 63 1,643 
Recordkeeping 357 82 124 10 69 10 652 
Food Servi ce 252 121 138 10 112 14 647 
Typing 248 45 75 15 72 14 469 
Excavate/Paving 213 80 96 9 18 2 418 
Food Processi ng 47 17 4 12 1 123 20 377 
Managers NEC' 227 55 63 4 22 5 376 
Material s Handling 146 36 7 1 4 78 3 338 
Mechanics 158 54 63 9 30 6 320 
Truck Drivers 145 32 101 5 25 2 310 
Admin istrative Spee. 148 25 72 2 36 6 289 
Electri ca l 150 17 63 2 24 1 257 
Information Distr ibution 128 24 30 2 25 0 209 
Misc. Sales 89 14 41 3 44 3 194 
T ran sport . Occs . NEC' 93 25 43 3 22 7 193 
Architectu re 11 7 14 41 1 19 0 192 
Sales-Commodities NEC' 107 24 21 0 7 1 160 
Mise. Professional 68 2 1 26 2 34 6 157 I 

Paint ing/Plaste ri ng 91 15 38 0 5 I 150 
Building Service 70 24 27 4 18 3 146 
Welders 52 41 29 3 13 0 138 
Education 43 25 35 10 15 9 137 
Metal Fab . NEC' 92 13 18 0 6 0 129 
Lodgi ng 48 20 31 1 26 2 128 
Protective Service 42 12 20 9 15 11 109 
Mise. Personal Sve. 42 10 18 2 28 5 105 
Structural Work NEC' 32 12 23 4 15 9 95 
M ise. Cleri cal 52 13 17 1 7 2 92 
Stock Clerks 47 8 18 1 6 5 85 
Mineral Extrac tio n 32 22 7 2 12 0 75 
Life Sciences 20 9 20 0 24 2 75 
Fishery 11 14 1 1 35 6 68 
Forest ry 13 6 15 0 28 0 62 
Sales-Services 40 7 9 0 5 0 61 
Medicine/Hea lth 33 8 14 1 4 1 61 
Plant Farming 46 1 3 0 4 0 54 
Utility Distribution 10 4 15 4 8 2 43 
Mathematics/Sc ience 21 3 7 0 4 0 35 
Art 22 2 6 0 3 0 33 
Appare l 9 4 5 1 3 1 23 
Enterta inment/Rec. 13 2 4 1 3 0 23 
Graphic Arts 15 2 5 0 1 0 23 
Domesti c Service 10 3 5 1 4 0 23 
Law 17 3 0 0 I 0 21 
Printing 15 1 0 0 1 0 17 

All unemployment insurance claim 
ants are identified with an occupa
t iona l code indicating their last or 
p r ima ry occupation_ Table 2 shows 
the number of claimants by 2 dig it 
Dictionary of Occupati o nal Title 
(DOT) occupational code so rted by 
the total number of claimants_ 

Construction related occupations and 
cI -= rical and professional occupations 
are the primary sources of claimants 
for the month of November. W hen 
this November data is com pa red with 
data for Jul y, cla im ants f rom con
struct ion occupation have inc reased 
in number in respon se to the 
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Table 2 (continued) 
Total Unemployment Insurance Claimants for Week Ending November 21 . 1987 

By Region and Two Digit DOT Occupational Category 

Region 
Anch_-MatSu Gulf Coast Interior Northern Southeast Southwes-t 

Occupation Count Count Count Count Count Count Total 

ri ling 8 2 2 1 2 0 15 
Sa les· Commodities 13 0 1 0 1 0 15 
Wood Machining 5 1 0 0 8 0 14 
Equip./lnstr. R pa i r 6 3 2 0 2 0 13 
Machine -I rades 4 0 7 0 I 0 12 
Wood Repair 8 0 2 0 I 0 11 
Barber . Cosm etol ogy 6 3 2 0 0 0 11 
Metal Machining 4 3 0 0 3 0 10 
Animal Farmi ng 9 1 0 0 0 0 10 
Amusement ervice 8 0 1 0 0 0 9 
Social Sci nces 4 2 2 0 1 0 9 
Pet ro leum Process . 1 8 0 0 0 0 9 
Elee. Equi p. Repair 3 1 2 0 0 0 6 
Tex t ile Repair 3 1 1 0 0 0 5 
Museum/library 3 1 0 0 1 0 5 
Mise. Repai r 2 2 1 0 0 0 5 
Metalwork ing 1 3 1 0 0 0 5 
P ai nt ing/Decorati ng 2 0 1 0 0 0 3 
Textiles 2 0 1 0 0 0 3 
Stone Process . 1 0 2 0 0 0 3 
Mise. 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 
Mi sc. Ag riculture 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Rubber/Plastic Repair 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
fI'etal Fabrication 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Mise. Process. 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Metal Processing 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Ore Refining 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Stone Cutting 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Paperwo rking 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Bench Work 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 4,419 1,431 1,898 195 1,233 224 9,400 

• Not el sewhe re classi fied . 

Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research and Anal ys is. December 20. 1987. 

seasonal downturn in construction 
c '.:: civity while the profeSSional and 
clerical occupatio ns have declined 
dram atica lly. The decline in profes
siona l and clerical sectors is prim ari
ly due to a reduced number of 
educational claimants. 

Anchorage, Fairbanks, Kenai, and 
Mat-Su are the largest census areas in 
te rms of unem p loyment insurance 
cl aimant act ivity. Table 3 shows the 
num ber of eligi ble claim an ts by cen
sus area and broad occupat ional 
category_ Kenai was the fourth largest 
source of claims activity in J uly and 
has moved up to the third largest 
source of c laims act ivity for Novem 
ber due to an i ncrease in food 
p ro cess ing and con str uction 
c laimants. F i u re 1 ill u trates the 
d ifference in cla ims act iv ity by m ajor 
occupa ti onal category between J uly 
and November. 

Figure 1 
Total Unemployment Insurance Claimants 
By Occupational Category 
For Benefit Week Ending 7/25/87 and 1L/2l/87 
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Table 3 

Total Unemployment Insurance Claimants for Week Ending November 21. 1987 


By Census Area and One Digit DOT Occupational Code 


Occupations ' 

Prof., Clerical Ag.,Fish Machine Bench 
Census Area Technical Sales Service Forestry ProcessIng Trades Work Structural Misc. Total 

Aleutian Islands 2 2 3 0 4 1 0 7 0 19 
Anchorage 589 882 376 53 42 133 20 986 360 3,441 
Bethel 13 16 16 3 13 3 0 32 5 101 
Bristol Bay 1 1 6 0 0 0 0 4 3 15 
Dillingham 7 7 7 1 3 0 0 16 3 44 
Fairbanks 252 295 193 13 12 65 9 571 191 1,601 
Haines 3 12 13 3 0 0 0 7 5 43 
Juneau 87 85 64 8 6 15 2 105 22 394 
Kenai 142 189 160 11 70 56 7 405 95 1,135 
Ketchikan 23 60 40 10 3 4 0 35 47 222 
Kodiak 11 14 12 5 74 5 0 26 8 155 
Mat-Su 155 199 111 28 10 57 9 328 81 978 
Nome 15 19 12 0 1 6 0 33 9 95 
North Slope 2 2 4 0 0 1 0 16 2 27 
Northwest Arctic 5 11 12 1 0 2 0 35 7 73 
POW-Outer Ktkn 12 13 25 9 27 6 0 19 20 131 
SE Fairbanks 14 22 21 5 0 2 0 36 20 120 
Sitka 21 26 26 8 32 5 1 30 13 162 
Skag.)Yak.)Angoon 14 22 20 8 8 4 0 17 14 107 
Valdez-Cordova 19 14 25 6 38 2 0 19 18 141 
Wade Hampton 7 9 4 2 1 2 0 17 3 45 
Wrangell-Peters. 9 18 18 21 47 9 0 27 25 174 
Yukon-Koyukuk 26 19 33 1 2 5 0 59 32 177 

TOTAL 1,429 1,937 1,201 196 393 383 48 2,830 983 9, 400 

Source: Alaska Department of Labor, Research and Analysis, December 20, 1987. 

Note: The broad occupational categori es identified in Table 3 encompass hundreds of individual occupations. The following informa
tion identifies the most frequen t occupations included in each of the above categories: 

Professional , Technical and Managerial occupations include: Teachers and school personnel, managers, administrative specialists (ac
coun ting, personnel, etc), Architects and Engineers. 


Clerical and Sales occupations incl ude: Typists and Secretaries, Bookkeepers and Clerks, Telephone Operators, Ticket Age nts and 

Salespersons. 


Service occupations include: Food service workers, Building service workers, and Protective service wo rkers . 


Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries occupations include: Loggers, Horti cultural spec ialties, and Fish Harvesters. 


Processing occupations include: Seafood processing workers and Wood processing workers. 


Machine Trade occupations include: Mechanics, Printers and Wood Machining occupations (sawing, planing, etc.) 


Benchwork occupations include: Technica l instrument repairers, Electrical equipment repair, Furniture repair. 


Structural occupations include: Carpenters, Plumbers, Roofers, Electricians, grading and paving occupations, Welders. 


Miscellaneous occupations include: Packaging and materials handling occupations, T ruck Drivers, Air and Water transport occupa

tions, mineral extraction occupati ons (Dr illers, crushing occupations, Blasters). 


The Gulf Coast and Southeast 
region s have shown an actual in 
crease in unemployment in surance 
claimants from ju ly to November 
1987. Claimant activity has li kely 
been spurred by a seasonal decline in 
seafood process ing, timber and con
struction activity. 
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