was malaly due to the werk stoppage in July 1961, involving the loggingelumber-pulp industry,

which lowered lagt vear's middummer employment.
Transportation-Communicatione=-Public Utilities: July employment in this industry was an estii
mated 8,100 jobs, 300 above both last month and a yéar ago. The month-to-month additional
hiring was a result of segsenal advances in water transportation and communications, The
gtart of prejects in public utilities to meet .the neéeds of aréas with growing population al-
d4o contibuted to the increase. This year's July employment level was 100 jobs higher than
last year in air transportation, water transportatisn, aand communications-public utilities.

Irade: The July employment level in trade was 9,100 joks, 200 above June and 300 higher than
July 1961, deneral merchandise and spparel were resporsible for a meonth-to-month gain though
the employment level did oot come up te that of last year. The other parts of retall trade
ghowad no June te July change largely beceusz measomal pegks had been redehed in June. Food
stores, eating and drinking places and orher retall ocutlets such a8 drug stores, package
liguor distributors, and gift and souvenir shops, reflected the wtimulus of this year's ex-
panded tourlst traffic and shared 1n proylding more jobs this year than last.

Finanes-Insursnce«Hesl Batate: The eoployment estimated for the flpsvce~insurance-yeal es-
tate industry for July was 1,700 jobs. This level, though wochanged from lsst month, was
100 above a year ago. Mogt of the yeareto-year additiopal employment was in the banking
industry which i3 expanding throughout the state.

Sexrvice and Miscellaneous: The July employmext in services wss eetimated to be 6,500 jobs,
unchanged from last month but 300 abave a year ago. Services remgined at an all-timg high
continuing the peak reached in June. A year-to-year employment comparison shows a con-
tinned growth in the service, lndustries zepecially in building maintenance and buginess
research,

LGoverpmest: Govermment employment for mid=July employment was estimated at 24,000 jobs.
This representy a decreage of 100 from the pravieus month, attributed mainly to the re-
ductieon. of teaching and servies persoonusl im State educational institutiens during the
summer wonthe, There were 1,200 move goveriowai workeys in July thia year thanm last,
resulting from incresses In state and local zovermment =aplovment.

In July there was an lnorease over June in Doth hourly earnings and average weekly hours
ip mining, contract censtruction, and retall trade. Average hourly earnings were down in
both f£ish processing and logging-lumbazepulp due to a higher proportion of lower pald worke
ers. Ln flgh proceasing, nowevey, an increase in the average time spent on the job netted
a weekly paycheck almost $10.00 more than the moath before. Tomparxing this year with last,
a $36.50 Llncrease in asverage weekly psy in dontract constructivn was & xesult of longer
hours worked in addition to an lucrease in pay; a $13.22 increase in logge-luuber-pulp res
sulted f£rom longer hovrs werked than the vear bafores despite lowsr exrnings; and a 316515
drep in wholesale trade earnings resulted from fewz:r hours wirked although the average pay
had gene up., Wining, retail trade and finypce-inserance=real estate had comparatively
suwell Locreanes ln sversge weekly eavnings and were up because of Jonger working bime.
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Thexrs are 8 pumber of retall gstores in slaska which perfomm gpecialized services., Al-
though the employment In particuldr kiwds of these stores does not reépresent g largz part
of total retall tvade gotlvities, together thev make up & sigonlificant centributieon to the ¢
state'’s ecwnomy. To whow the importancs of thdéee retall gutlets the employment and payroli
of various kinde of gtoves have besn combimed fox this study.
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A sumﬁaiy»pﬁ the different: kinds of . .
stores.included in the miscellaneous - .-
category, and .the percent: that current.
employment:in.each represents.qf the. = -
total follows!

) Percent of
Kind of Store Currenit Employment
Total Mlsc. Category 100
Drug Stores 33
Package Liquor 20
Fuel Disgtributors 21
Gift & Novelties, L b
Sporting Goods . 4
Statiodery =’ 3
Jewelry 3
Garden Supplies 2
Florists 2
Photographers 2
Other 6

YEARLY PAYROLL FOR STATE. INSURED EMPLOYMENT FOR
ALASKAYS MISCELLANKOUS RETAIL TRADE INDUSTRIES

- Hundrads

‘STATE INSURED EMPLOYMENT IN ALASKA!S
-MISCELLANEOUS, RETAIL TRADE INDUSTRIES
1951 ~ 1961 i
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Employment: In the 12-wonth period
ending December 1961 average monthly
employment in Alaska's miscellaneous
retall store industry was 890 jobs,
This was an increase of 3 percent
from the year before and a new peak
employment level, Generally, em-
ployment has tended to increase
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steadlily over the years. Exceptions
occurred in 1954 and 1958 when the
job level declined in response to
the business recesslon of those years.
Since 1958 employment has gone up
rapldly reflecting population ex~
pansion and growth in the economy.

A measure of the strength of the up-
ward movement 18 contained in the
fact that there were more jobs in
the industry in 1961, a recession
yesatr, than in 1960, a year of rela-
tive prosperity. Prospects for con-
tinued growth in the industry appear
to be good.

Payrolls: Total payrolls of Alaskan
establishments included in the wmis~
cellaneous retall store industry



were $5.3 million in 1961, With the exception of declines from 1953 to 1954 and from
1959 to.1960 there has been steady advance in the imdustxy’s payroell. Except for a
gmall drop iu 1950, wagés have increased steadily until the past twe years. The wage
decline of 1960 and 1961 .was.a result of thé growth of retail establishments which hipe
at .a lower rate of pay. DPut the 1961 payroll, highest dn record, was achleved despite
this drop 1ln average pay.

AVFRACE INSURED BMRLOYMENT, YEARLY PAVYROLLS, AND
AVERAGE MONTHLY INCUME FOR ALASKA'S
MISCELLANEQUS RETATL TRADE INDUSTRIES
1942 - 1961

Average Yearly Payroll Average Monthly
Year Employment (Millions of $) ~ Tncome (8)
1961 890 5.3 500
1960 861 5ol 490
1959 762 5.2 567
1958 727 3,8 435
1957 754 3.8 419
1956 736 3.5 392
1955 , 736 3.4 .382
1954 628 2.8 379
1953 672 2,9 367
1952 660 247 348
1951 577 2.4 343
1950 517 2.0 314
1949 488 1.8 317
1948 429 1.4 277
1947 425 1.3 258
1946 354 1.0 246
1945 242 .6 210
1944 . 68 o1 170
1943 57 «d 167
1942 31 ) 134




