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Last month in this space the Trends looked at 
Alaska's anticipated gloomy 1974 salmon season. In 
our analysis we suggested that poor salmon catches 
combined with a potentially weak market for salmon 
might well spell disaster for many Alaskans who earn 
the majority of their cash income either from fishing, 
or from work in canneries. The situation is such that 
it may force many of these people, many of whom 
are unskilled Alaska Natives, to seek some alternative 
source of money income if they are to make ends 
meet. This fact, when combined with the start of 
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline construction and the 
employment opportunities that the project will 
generate, has the potential of causing a number of 
severe social and economic problems. One of these, 
is the spectre of a possible migration to urban areas 
of rural Alaskans whose economic activities in past 
years have centered around the fishing industry. 

This migration would, of course, be caused by a 
desire to obtain pipeline-related employment on the 
part of the migrants. Such an occurrence would pose 
a variety of problems for manpower planners. First 
of all the migrants would for the most part lack the 
skills required for obtaining employment. Most 
cannery work requires little or no skill. While fishing 
involves complicated techniques, the skills involved 
in that industry, such as seamanship, would be 
little use in most of the relating to the pipeline. 
As a result, most these people would have to pass 
through manpower training programs before they 
would become employable. 

Additional barriers to employment 
lack of familiarity with the type of work arnnrr\nn"Oon 

encountered on pipeline-related jobs, and in the case 
of rural Alaska Natives a general with 
western culture and "cash economy." 
problems would have to be dealt 
counseling and orientation in order to assist 
individuals in becoming truly employable. 

Assuming that a migration of the 
above occurs, how many persons are 
involved? Obviously it is 
formulate more than a very rough 
total scope of a 

preliminary salmon catch predictions prepared by the 
Alaska Department Fish and Game could at least 
provide some insight into its magnitude. These, as 
we noted last month, call for landings of 4.8 million 
from Southcentral Alaska, 8.7 million from Southeast 
Alaska, and a scant 2.1 million fish to be harvested 
in western Alaska. 

Southcentral Alaska, although it will also experience 
poor salmon runs, has commercial species 
marine life, notably crab and shrimp, that fisherman 
may fall back on in the face declining salmon 
catches. This is particularly true in the Kodiak area 
where diversification of the seafood industry away 
from salmon has brought a level of economic stability 
unmatched in any other Alaska fishing community. 
In addition, many of the fishermen residing in 
Southcentral Alaska who might displaced from 
salmon fishery because of the poor salmon outlook 
possess the skills and knowledge appropriate to the 
occupational demands generated by the pipeline 
project. In Southeast Alaska projected catches, 
poor compared with previous years, should still allow 
enough participation in the fishery to keep at home 
a substantial number of persons who have 
traditionally fished or worked in the canneries. 
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ALASKA'S ECONOMY IN JANUARY 
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