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STATEIHDE IN ALASKA
Accord
released by the U.S. Bureau of Commercial
and shellfish land
worth $71.1 million,
Fisheries, laska,
led the nation in total value of seafood catch during 1969. California
\vas second >vith land
worth $62.1 million. In total volume of catch,
Alaska was third in the nation tvith landings in excess of 346 million
pounds.
Both the total value and the volume of Alaska's fish and shellfish landings
should exceed 1969 levels during 1970. The Alaska Department of Fish and
Game predicts the best salmon season in some years this summer. Furthermore, market conditions for salmon look very
The Bureau of Commercial
Fisheries reports that as of May 1, 1970, stocks of canned Pacific salmon
carried over from last year totaled less than half the figure of May 1, 1969.
Halibut, it appears, will also comprise a major part of Alaska's fish landings
due to the rise in importance of Kodiak as a major halibut receiving port.
As of May 20, the island community was leading the nation in halibut landings.
In the area of shellfish, the outlook is also very good. Shrimp landings
during the first quarter of 1970 were well ahead of the 1969 figure. Alaska's
other major shellfishery, King Crab, was troubled during 1969 by a combination
of poor catches and a poor market for crab meat. However with the decline
of stocks of prepared meat in processor s warehouses, market conditions for
crab should improve. In addition, 1970 landings are expected to be considerably better than 1969. Given improved catches combined with favorable
market conditions for the shellfish, King Crab should make a substantial
contribution to Alaska's seafood landings during 1970.
Big Oilfield Contract to Brown and Root:
$100 million construction contract
has been a•varded to Brown and Root Inc. by B.P. Alaska Inc .. B.P. Alaska is the
1:vholly mvned subsid
of British Petroleum Company formed to operate the firm's
North Slope oil leases. The contract covers engineering, fabrication and
installation of oil production facilities in the Prudhoe Bay area of the
North S
A
no start date for construction is available, the first
load of materials is slated to arrive at Prudhoe Bay in mid-August.
This would tend to indicate a possible beginning of work sometime in September.
joint venture of Hanson-Osberg Company, Gates
Constructors has been awarded the main contract
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