
Statewide unemployment benefit claims in May

Food Services 6,894
Retail & Wholesale Trade 6,756
Health Care & Social Assistance 6,143
Construction 4,879
Transportation 4,460
Seafood Processing 3,862
Accommodation 3,449
Mining (oil/gas) 2,609
Administrative Services 2,401
Public Administration 2,385

Claims by Industry

Alaska at a glance

Total May claims 54,936
Increase from May 2019 627%
Increase from April 2020 14%
Average wage replacement 70%
Average weekly payment $836 
Share with Dependents 28%

When claimants received their first payment

85% of claimants 
received their first 
payment on or 
after 3/28

Claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Aleutians East Census Area unemployment 
benefit claims in May

Seafood Processing 366
Transportation 10
Food Services 9
Public Administration 8
Retail & Wholesale Trade 7
Education 7

Claims by Industry
Aleutians East at a glance

Share of state population 0.4%
Share of state claims, May 0.8%
Total May claims 428
Increase from May 2019 2,575%
Increase from April 2020 59%
Average wage replacement 69%
Average weekly payment $804 
Share with Dependents 14%

When Aleutians East claimants received their first payment

84% of Aleutians 
East claimants 
received their first 
payment on or 
after 3/28

Aleutians East claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Aleutians West Census Area unemployment 
benefit claims in May

Seafood Processing 637
Transportation 70
Health Care & Social Assistance 15
Retail & Wholesale Trade 12
Public Administration 11

Claims by Industry
Aleutians West at a glance

Share of state population 0.8%
Share of state claims, May 1.4%
Total May claims 776
Increase from May 2019 1,422%
Increase from April 2020 159%
Average wage replacement 65%
Average weekly payment $838 
Share with Dependents 14%

When Aleutians West claimants received their first payment

86% of Aleutians 
West claimants 
received their first 
payment on or 
after 3/28

Aleutians West claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Anchorage Municipality unemployment 
benefit claims in May

Food Services 3,770
Retail & Wholesale Trade 3,444
Health Care & Social Assistance 2,669
Accommodation 1,572
Transportation 1,498
Construction 1,398
Administrative Services 1,225
Other & Unclassified 1,388
Professional & Bus. Services 651
Education 640

Claims by Industry
Anchorage at a glance

Share of state population 39.9%
Share of state claims, May 38.6%
Total May claims 21,231
Increase from May 2019 1,049%
Increase from April 2020 9%
Average wage replacement 67%
Average weekly payment $838 
Share with Dependents 27%

When Anchorage claimants received their first payment

89% of Anchorage 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Anchorage claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

2/29 3/14 3/28 4/11 4/25 5/9 5/23
Reflected Week Ending

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

<24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+

May 2020

May 2019

51%
48%

1%

Female-male split

Fem Male No Ans



Bethel unemployment benefit claims in May

Public Administration 240
Health Care & Social Assistance 144
Retail & Wholesale Trade 125
Transportation 83
Education 70
Construction 67
Other & Unclassified 71
Real Estate 55
Utilities 22
Finance/Insurance 16

Claims by Industry
Bethel at a glance

Share of state population 2.5%
Share of state claims, May 1.7%
Total May claims 936
Increase from May 2019 164%
Increase from April 2020 48%
Average wage replacement 84%
Average weekly payment $783 
Share with Dependents 58%
Female-male split 45/55%

When Bethel claimants received their first payment

64% of Bethel 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Bethel claimants by age group

Source: Alaska 
Department of Labor 
and Workforce 
Development, Research 
and Analysis Section

0

20

40

60

80

100

2/29 3/14 3/28 4/11 4/25 5/9 5/23
Reflected Week Ending

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

<24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+

May 2020

May 2019



Chugach & Copper River unemployment 
benefit claims in May

Construction 110
Accommodation 90
Food Services 83
Health Care & Social Assistance 80
Public Administration 69
Transportation 68
Seafood Processing 65
Retail & Wholesale Trade 60
Other & Unclassified 47
Administrative Services 30

Claims by Industry Chugach & Copper River at a 
glance

Share of state population 1.3%
Share of state claims, May 1.5%
Total May claims 809
Increase from May 2019 387%
Increase from April 2020 16%
Average wage replacement 68%
Average weekly payment $816 
Share with Dependents 28%
Female-male split 47/53%

When Chugach & Copper River claimants received their 
first payment

70% of Chugach & 
Copper River
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Chugach & Copper River claimants by 
age group

Source: Alaska 
Department of Labor 
and Workforce 
Development, Research 
and Analysis Section
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Denali unemployment benefit claims in May

Food Services 60
Accommodation 22
Construction 20
Public Administration 20
Retail & Wholesale Trade 15

Claims by Industry
Denali at a glance

Share of state population 0.3%
Share of state claims, May 0.3%
Total May claims 192
Increase from May 2019 735%
Increase from April 2020 31%
Average wage replacement 86%
Average weekly payment $819 
Share with Dependents 13%

When Denali claimants received their first payment

66% of Denali 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Denali claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Dillingham unemployment benefit claims in 
May

Retail & Wholesale Trade 37
Health Care & Social Assistance 31
Public Administration 20
Transportation 18
Other 16
Education 14
Accommodation 9
Mining (oil/gas) 8
Construction 8
Seafood Processing 8

Claims by Industry
Dillingham at a glance

Share of state population 0.7%
Share of state claims, May 0.3%
Total May claims 188
Increase from May 2019 230%
Increase from April 2020 47%
Average wage replacement 80%
Average weekly payment $795 
Share with Dependents 35%
Female-male split 54/46%

When Dillingham claimants received their first payment

79% of Dillingham 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Dillingham claimants by age group

Source: Alaska 
Department of Labor 
and Workforce 
Development, Research 
and Analysis Section
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Fairbanks North Star Borough 
unemployment benefit claims in May

Construction 773
Food Services 667
Health Care & Social Assistance 581
Retail & Wholesale Trade 563
Transportation 396
Accommodation 319
Administrative Services 216
Education 205
Other & Unclassified 237
Public Administration 145

Claims by Industry
Fairbanks at a glance

Share of state population 13.1%
Share of state claims, May 8.8%
Total May claims 4,856
Increase from May 2019 673%
Increase from April 2020 5%
Average wage replacement 75%
Average weekly payment $841 
Share with Dependents 30%

When Fairbanks claimants received their first payment

86% of Fairbanks 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Fairbanks claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Haines unemployment benefit claims in May

Construction 43
Health Care & Social Assistance 30
Food Services 30
Arts, Entertainment & Rec 25
Accommodation 25
Public Administration 25
Transportation 24
Retail & Wholesale Trade 20
Other & Unclassified 17
Administrative Services 8

Claims by Industry
Haines claims at a glance

Share of state population 0.3%
Share of state claims, May 0.5%
Total May claims 277
Increase from May 2019 1,879%
Increase from April 2020 14%
Average wage replacement 94%
Average weekly payment $797 
Share with Dependents 22%

When Haines claimants received their first payment

71% of Haines 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Haines claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Hoonah-Angoon and Yakutat unemployment 
benefit claims in May

Arts, Entertainment & Rec 59
Public Administration 35
Accommodation 24
Transportation 20
Other & Unclassified 14

Claims by Industry Hoonah-Angoon and Yakutat  
at a glance

Share of state population 0.4%
Share of state claims, May 0.4%
Total May claims 221
Increase from May 2019 784%
Increase from April 2020 25%
Average wage replacement 98%
Average weekly payment $774 
Share with Dependents 23%
Female-male split 53/47%

When Hoonah-Angoon and Yakutat claimants received 
their first payment

58% of Hoonah-
Angoon and 
Yakutat claimants 
received their first 
payment on or 
after 3/28

Source: Alaska 
Department of Labor 
and Workforce 
Development, Research 
and Analysis Section

Hoonah-Angoon and Yakutat claimants by 
age group
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Interstate unemployment benefit claims in May

Seafood Processing 1,600
Mining (oil/gas) 955
Transportation 573
Accommodation 419
Food Services 336
Construction 333
Retail & Wholesale Trade 289
Health Care & Social Assistance 271
Other & Unclassified 327
Administrative Services 228

Claims by Industry

Interstate claims at a glance

Share of state claims, May 11.3%
Total May claims 6,198
Increase from May 2019 283%
Increase from April 2020 31%
Average weekly payment $865 
Share with Dependents 20%

When Interstate claimants received their first payment

73% of Interstate 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Interstate claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Juneau unemployment benefit claims in May

Retail & Wholesale Trade 292
Transportation 280
Food Services 245
Health Care & Social Assistance 230
Public Administration 182
Accommodation 131
Construction 123
Other & Unclassified 128
Administrative Services 78
Arts, Entertainment & Rec 76

Claims by Industry
Juneau at a glance

Share of state population 4.4%
Share of state claims, May 3.7%
Total May claims 2,026
Increase from May 2019 1317%
Increase from April 2020 20%
Average wage replacement 75%
Average weekly payment $826 
Share with Dependents 24%

When Juneau claimants received their first payment

90% of Juneau 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Juneau claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Kenai Peninsula unemployment benefit 
claims in May

Health Care & Social Assistance 488
Food Services 484
Retail & Wholesale Trade 465
Construction 431
Mining (oil/gas) 429
Transportation 332
Accommodation 287
Other & Unclassified 260
Public Administration 148
Education 122

Claims by Industry
Kenai at a glance

Share of state population 8.0%
Share of state claims, May 7.4%
Total May claims 4,052
Increase from May 2019 847%
Increase from April 2020 6%
Average wage replacement 79%
Average weekly payment $832 
Share with Dependents 27%

When Kenai claimants received their first payment

84% of Kenai 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Kenai claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Ketchikan unemployment benefit claims in May

Retail & Wholesale Trade 165
Transportation 138
Food Services 137
Accommodation 112
Public Administration 112
Health Care & Social Assistance 84
Construction 69
Seafood Processing 57
Arts, Entertainment & Rec 47
Other & Unclassified 56

Claims by Industry
Ketchikan at a glance

Share of state population 1.9%
Share of state claims, May 2.0%
Total May claims 1,079
Increase from May 2019 968%
Increase from April 2020 8%
Average wage replacement 79%
Average weekly payment $803 
Share with Dependents 26%

When Ketchikan claimants received their first payment

80% of Ketchikan 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Ketchikan claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Kodiak unemployment benefit claims in May

Seafood Processing 443
Health Care & Social Assistance 60
Food Services 57
Transportation 56
Accommodation 54
Retail & Wholesale Trade 49
Public Administration 39
Construction 31
Other & Unclassified 35
Edu; Arts, Entertainment & Rec 12

Claims by Industry
Kodiak at a glance

Share of state population 1.8%
Share of state claims, May 1.6%
Total May claims 896
Increase from May 2019 540%
Increase from April 2020 27%
Average wage replacement 82%
Average weekly payment $821 
Share with Dependents 33%
Female-male split 54/46%

When Kodiak claimants received their first payment

74% of Kodiak 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Kodiak claimants by age group

Source: Alaska 
Department of Labor 
and Workforce 
Development, Research 
and Analysis Section
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Kusilvak unemployment benefit claims in May

Public Administration 122
Seafood Processing 60
Retail & Wholesale Trade 59
Other & Unclassified 58
Education 48
Health Care & Social Assistance 46
Transportation 45
Real Estate 44
Construction 31
Mining (hard rock) 7

Claims by Industry
Kusilvak at a glance

Share of state population 1.1%
Share of state claims, May 1.0%
Total May claims 544
Increase from May 2019 141%
Increase from April 2020 46%
Average wage replacement 75%
Average weekly payment $755 
Share with Dependents 58%

When Kusilvak claimants received their first payment

58% of Kusilvak 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Kusilvak claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Lake & Peninsula and Bristol Bay 
unemployment benefit claims in May

Public Administration 46
Transportation 15
Construction 14
Education 14
Seafood Processing 10

Claims by Industry Lake & Peninsula and Bristol 
Bay Boroughs at a glance

Share of state population 0.3%
Share of state claims, May 0.3%
Total May claims 152
Increase from May 2019 322%
Increase from April 2020 36%
Average wage replacement 85%
Average weekly payment $809 
Share with Dependents 32%

When Lake & Peninsula and Bristol Bay claimants received 
their first payment

72% of Lake & 
Peninsula and 
Bristol Bay 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Lake & Peninsula and Bristol Bay 
claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Mat-Su unemployment benefit claims in May

Construction 1,134
Health Care & Social Assistance 1,101
Retail & Wholesale Trade 795
Food Services 760
Transportation 569
Mining (oil/gas) 484
Administrative Services 319
Other & Unclassified 357
Accommodation 245
Education 236

Claims by Industry
Mat-Su at a glance

Share of state population 14.6%
Share of state claims, May 12.6%
Total May claims 6,924
Increase from May 2019 679%
Increase from April 2020 9%
Average wage replacement 89%
Average weekly payment 845
Share with Dependents 34%

When Mat-Su claimants received their first payment

85% of Mat-Su 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Mat-Su claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Nome unemployment benefit claims in May

Public Administration 127
Retail & Wholesale Trade 89
Health Care & Social Assistance 61
Construction 55
Education 43
Food Services 35
Transportation 32
Finance/Insurance 28
Real Estate 28
Arts, Entertainment & Rec 12

Claims by Industry
Nome at a glance

Share of state population 1.3%
Share of state claims, May 1.0%
Total May claims 558
Increase from May 2019 208%
Increase from April 2020 41%
Average wage replacement 70%
Average weekly payment $784 
Share with Dependents 48%
Female-male split 43/57%

When Nome claimants received their first payment

68% of Nome 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Nome claimants by age group

Source: Alaska 
Department of Labor 
and Workforce 
Development, Research 
and Analysis Section
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North Slope unemployment benefit claims 
in May

Public Administration 66
Construction 16
Finance/Insurance 16
Retail & Wholesale Trade 12
Accommodation 10
Education 9

Claims by Industry
North Slope at a glance

Share of state population 1.4%
Share of state claims, May 0.3%
Total May claims 176
Increase from May 2019 267%
Increase from April 2020 49%
Average wage replacement 39%
Average weekly payment $852 
Share with Dependents 44%

When North Slope claimants received their first payment

78% of North Slope 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

North Slope claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Northwest Arctic Borough unemployment 
benefit claims in May

Public Administration 73
Administrative Services 72
Construction 56
Health Care & Social Assistance 41
Mining (hard rock) 34
Retail & Wholesale Trade 26
Transportation 25
Education 22
Real Estate 19
Other & Unclassified 12

Claims by Industry
Northwest Arctic at a glance

Share of state population 1.1%
Share of state claims, May 0.7%
Total May claims 409
Increase from May 2019 121%
Increase from April 2020 35%
Average wage replacement 52%
Average weekly payment $798 
Share with Dependents 56%
Female-male split 47/53%

When Northwest Arctic claimants received their first 
payment

64% of Northwest 
Arctic claimants 
received their first 
payment on or 
after 3/28

Northwest Arctic claimants by age group

Source: Alaska 
Department of Labor 
and Workforce 
Development, Research 
and Analysis Section
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Petersburg unemployment benefit claims in 
May

Seafood Processing 35
Retail & Wholesale Trade 33
Health Care & Social Assistance 27
Public Administration 20
Food Services 15
Transportation 14
Other & Unclassified 14
Construction 11
Accommodation 9
Education 7

Claims by Industry
Petersburg at a glance

Share of state population 0.4%
Share of state claims, May 0.4%
Total May claims 202
Increase from May 2019 359%
Increase from April 2020 15%
Average wage replacement 91%
Average weekly payment $812 
Share with Dependents 32%
Female-male split 55/45%

When Petersburg claimants received their first payment

72% of Petersburg 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Petersburg claimants by age group

Source: Alaska 
Department of Labor 
and Workforce 
Development, Research 
and Analysis Section
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Prince of Wales-Hyder unemployment 
benefit claims in May

Public Administration 86
Transportation 47
Retail & Wholesale Trade 35
Education 28
Construction 25
Health Care & Social Assistance 22
Food Services 22
Agriculture 15
Seafood Processing 15
Accommodation 12

Claims by Industry Prince of Wales-Hyder at a 
glance

Share of state population 0.8%
Share of state claims, May 0.6%
Total May claims 351
Increase from May 2019 313%
Increase from April 2020 14%
Average wage replacement 88%
Average weekly payment $795 
Share with Dependents 36%

When Prince of Wales-Hyder claimants received their first 
payment

71% of Prince of 
Wales-Hyder 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Prince of Wales-Hyder claimants by 
age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Sitka unemployment benefit claims in May

Food Services 74
Health Care & Social Assistance 60
Retail & Wholesale Trade 53
Accommodation 50
Transportation 46
Manufacturing 43
Education 32
Construction 25
Administrative Services 23
Public Administration 23

Claims by Industry
Sitka at a glance

Share of state population 1.2%
Share of state claims, May 1.1%
Total May claims 579
Increase from May 2019 1,709%
Increase from April 2020 15%
Average wage replacement 82%
Average weekly payment 831
Share with Dependents 20%

When Sitka claimants received their first payment

90% of Sitka 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Sitka claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Skagway unemployment benefit claims in 
May

Food Services 41
Retail & Wholesale Trade 40
Transportation 39
Arts, Entertainment & Rec 37
Other Manufacturing 26
Public Administration 16
Accommodation 14
Other & Unclassified 10
Administrative Services 8
Construction 4

Claims by Industry
Skagway at a glance

Share of state population 0.1%
Share of state claims, May 0.4%
Total May claims 244
Increase from May 2019 3,386%
Increase from April 2020 8%
Average wage replacement 92%
Average weekly payment $822 
Share with Dependents 14%

When Skagway claimants received their first payment

73% of Skagway 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Skagway claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Southeast Fairbanks Census Area 
unemployment benefit claims in May

Construction 17
Public Administration 16
Retail & Wholesale Trade 13
Food Services 13
Health Care & Social Assistance 12
Transportation 11
Education 9
Administrative Services 8
Accommodation 6
Arts, Entertainment & Rec 4

Claims by Industry
Southeast Fairbanks at a 
glance

Share of state population 0.9%
Share of state claims, May 0.2%
Total May claims 128
Increase from May 2019 374%
Increase from April 2020 19%
Average wage replacement 56%
Average weekly payment 827
Share with Dependents 24%

When Southeast Fairbanks claimants received their first 
payment

73% of Southeast 
Fairbanks 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Southeast Fairbanks claimants by age 
group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Wrangell unemployment benefit claims in May

Health Care & Social Assistance 34
Retail & Wholesale Trade 17
Construction 16
Public Administration 12
Transportation 9

Claims by Industry
Wrangell at a glance

Share of state population 0.3%
Share of state claims, May 0.2%
Total May claims 127
Increase from May 2019 505%
Increase from April 2020 no change
Average wage replacement 92%
Average weekly payment $817 
Share with Dependents 27%

When Wrangell claimants received their first payment

78% of Wrangell 
claimants received 
their first payment 
on or after 3/28

Wrangell claimants by age group

Source: Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development, Research and 
Analysis Section
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Yukon-Koyukuk unemployment benefit 
claims in May

Public Administration 121
Construction 58
Education 42
Retail & Wholesale Trade 29
Mining (oil/gas) 21
Health Care & Social Assistance 16
Transportation 14
Other & Unclassified 19
Mining (hard rock) 9
Food Services 8

Claims by Industry
Yukon-Koyukuk at a glance

Share of state population 0.7%
Share of state claims, May 0.7%
Total May claims 366
Increase from May 2019 132%
Increase from April 2020 34%
Average wage replacement 98%
Average weekly payment $800 
Share with Dependents 43%
Female-male split 37/63%

When Yukon-Koyukuk claimants received their first 
payment

57% of Yukon-
Koyukuk claimants 
received their first 
payment on or 
after 3/28

Yukon-Koyukuk claimants by age group

Source: Alaska 
Department of Labor 
and Workforce 
Development, Research 
and Analysis Section
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