increase in local government  employment dinceé last month wag offset by a dydp -of 100
each in state and federal govermment, while a decreasgse ¢f 800 in féderal pavernment
employment from last year was partially offset by an increase of 200 in local governs
ment jobs. The large drop in employment since last year in federal govermment ig
mainly due to the. deactivation :of Ladd Air Force Base in March 1961, .and employment
cutbacks in other Alaskan defense installations.

EOQURS AND EARNINGE

Aveyage weekly earnings in mining, based on the mid«Decembeér estimate, aré higher than
last month but lower than the current month a year ago. Shortage ¢f fuel during Decems
ber's gevere weather required longer hours in fuel mining to. supply heat and power for
the eold-stricken citied. Contract comstruction and logging«lumber«pulp both had lower
weekly edrnings than last mornth and als¢ lower . than December 1960. Curtailed out=of-door
activities in these Industrigs aceounted for the lower -earnmings since the previous month
as well as the contrast with last December. The €arnings im trade, higher than a year
ago, were lower than expected since last month, wholegale trade dropping géveral dollars
from last month's average and xetail trade galning only a minbr smount. The earnings in
finance~insurance~real .estate increased over the last month and December 1960, Mining
and retagil trade had higher average weekly earnings in December than the other months of
1961. except Januwary in miming.. Higher average hourly earnings accounted for this increase.

SPECIAL SIUDY
WHOLESALE TRADE
The wholesale trade industty includes all establishments ‘engaged in selling merchandise
to retailers, other wholesalers, institutions, restaurants and hotels, and other induss

trial users. Factors affecting Alaska's
wholesale trade .potential .are varied. The

distance from manufacturing centexrs in AVERAGE INSURED EMPLOYMENT, YEARLY PAYROLL,
other states to the Alaska. market, the AND AVERAGE MONTHLY INCOME IN ALASKA'S
distances between population centexs, WHOLESALE TRADE INDUSTRY
limited and seasonal markets, and in= 1939-1960
adequate transportation routes are aome . i 3yeﬁ§;
2 - ; o v o : erage eal o on
o the ressons for slon bewimings of the |y pgimin  (Beterd ]
liest important group of merchant whole= 1960 1,432 13.5 784
-walers were those selling groceries, meats 1959 1,313 11.3 "y
and beverages=-commoditlies with rapid turn- i;gg i’ggé g’é gfg
over and a steady market., As the composi= 1956 1,101 7.8 590
tion .0f Alaska's population includes an 195 865 545 532
increasing proportion of permanent res- 195 739 7 526
idents., retail spending is increasing which ig?z ggg g‘:ﬁ a;;
in turn credtes the need for distribution 1951 G20 3.7 506
ceriters. Drug and pharmaceutical, heating 1950 Ly 1,8 3L
equipment and plumbing suppliers, which 19&9 38@ L4 30
were notably lacking & decade ago, are now ;‘gug ggﬂ }'?_ 322
beginning to .appear on the trade scene, 1946 29 s . 213
.Wholegale trade in machinery and mechan- 194 22 o6 — 208
ical -equipment and supplies is growldg 19l 209 3 198
; -y C £o : . 1943 245 5 174
rapidly as. the demand for theése products 1942 215 5 199
is becoming more widespread and less 1941 101 .2 166
seasonal. The increase in the size of 1940 A K 158
individual establishments can be estimated 1939 99 »2 ta




by the following statistics:

AVERAGE STATE UI INSURED EMPLOYMENT IN ALASKA'S
WHOLESALE TRADE INDUSTRY
1950 ~ 1960
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The employment graph for the wholesale

trade industry follows the trend of the
general eccnomic and population reces-

gion of the year 1958,

Payrolls: The 1960 yearly payroll for the
wholesale trade industry was $13.5
milifion. There has been a steady
growth in average monthly income in
the twenty-two year history given in
this study. The year 1951 showed a
gharp increase in the industry. A 42
percent growth in employment and a 45
‘percent rise In average ilncome more
than doubled the yearly payroll from
1950. PFrom 1951 through 1960 there
has been an average yearly increase
in the industry's payroll of almost
$1 miliion. During this time the
average monthly paycheck has increased
55 percent while the employment has
grown 130 percent. The averapge monthly
wage in wholesale trade for 1960 was
$789 contrasted with $349 in 1950 and
$158 1in 1940,

160

Employment:

the number of food and beverage distributors has increased
30 percent from December 1958 to December 1960, while the employment was up 46 percent}
commercial machinery wholesalers were up 28 percent in the same two-year period, while
the employment in that group increased 58 percent.

During 1960 average monthly
employment in the wholesale trade industry
was 1,432, an Increase of 119 over 1959,
Since 1939, the earliest year for which
data are avallable, average employment

has increased at a falrly steady pace.

The average annusl employment gain from
1954 to 1960 1s 105 jobs, illustrated by
the straight line fitted to the historw
ical data. Food and beverage distrib-
utors ahd commercial machinery whole-
salers have, at the present time, almost
the same number of establishments, but
food dealers provide jobs for 50 percent
more Alaskans and a little more than 25
percent more payroll than the machinery
egtablishments. U. 8. Census data on

food purchases indicate, in comparison

of 1948 and 1954 data, that Alaska food-
store sales rose almost 114 percent and
the number of stores less than 10 percent
during this period. This shows the in-~
creasing size of the wholesale food dis«{
tributors, The drop in 1951 employment
was related to the West GCoast shipping
strike and other strikes of that year.

YEARLY PAYROLL FOR STATE U INSURED EMPLOYMENT IN
ALASKA'S YHOLRSALE TRADE INDUSTRY
1950 - 1960
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