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government brought about a shift in employment
from state to local government. In general this year
saw a steady trend of increasing employment in local
government.
With the added responsibility for
education and an increasing population in areas
the pipeline corridor, many local governments have
found it necessary to expand services under their
jurisdiction.

ALASKA'S LABOR MARKET IN NOVEMBER
Employment
Unemployment:
Employment
statewide during the month of November continued
in a downward trend.
Total employment for
November was down 8 percent from October.
However, due to the general expansion of the
economy and continued work on several pipeline
projects, employment for November increased 20
percent over November 1974. On the other hand
total employment again increased in November to an
estimated 8.4 percent of the civilian labor force. In
comparison to the previous month the total number
of unemployed workers in the state increased 6
percent in November.
Mining: The mining industry in November saw a 3
percent increase in employment over the previous
month.
This represents a turn around in the
downward trend in employment in mining, which has
occurred over the past several months. Employers
have now begun hiring for the up-coming season.
Increased exploration efforts continue to be
main
reason for expansion in this industry. Employment
this month increased 10 percent over November
1974.
Construction: Employment this month dropped 21
percent from the previous month, as a result of
layoffs from pipeline construction and other
construction projects which have been closed down
with the onset of winter. However, due to
employment on such indoor projects as
pump stations and the
oil terminal,
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Manufacturing: Opportunities for employment in the
manufacturing industry continued to drop this month
with a 23% decrease from October.
manufacturing within the state continues
dependent on weather conditions and
resources, giving this industry a seasonal
trend. Compared to November

in manufacturing dropped 32%. This was the result
of poor markets for wood products and a poor fishing
season.
Communication & Utilities: With the
slowdown in pipeline construction during the winter
months many companies involved in transportation
have also experienced reductions in employment. In
comparison to October, employment in this industry
was down 7 percent.
However, compared with
November 1974 employment in transportation had
gone up 16 percent.
Trade:
The trade industry, after leveling out in
October, showed a slight decrease in employment of
0.4 percent.
This drop was the result of slight
reductions in employment in the wholesale, and
eating and drinking establishment sectors. However,
employment in the general merchandise and apparel
sector continued to grow over last month in
anticipation of the coming holiday season. The
positive condition of the economy has had a definite
influence on the trade industry, which has increased
13 percent over the previous November.
Finance, Insurance & Real Estate: Employment in
the finance industry has continued to remain
constant with no change from the previous month.
This period of little growth in employment may be
short term consolidation after the earlier growth
of this year. The number currently employed in this
industry increased 14 percent over November 1974.

& Miscellaneous: Employment in the service
industry dropped 3 percent from the previous
continuing the gradual decline which began in
September.
gradual decline in employment at
time of year is expected, as this industry
been affected to some degree by
season during the warmer months. However,
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