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potential. The market for fresh milk products will 
increase as the State's population grows, and 
powdered and canned milk markets out of state could 
be developed with the building of processing plants 
- again requiring capital investment. 

The high esteem in which Alaska's dairymen are held 
nationally was evidenced by the Farmers Home 
Administration's recent selection of Mr. and Mrs. 
Julian V. Fowler of Delta Junction as its National 
Farm Family of the year! 

Some 10 million acres of land in Alaska could serve 
as range land for a developing beef cattle industry. 
Beef herds have existed on Kodiak Island since 
Russian settlement days. Fleeces from sheep raised 
in the Aleutian Islands are credited with being of 
superior quality, commanding premium prices. A 

part of the state is suitable for either reindeer 
herding or for a closely managed market harvest of 
the caribou. 

of Alaska's recent experiments with 
in the Tanana Valley have proven that hogs 

can be raised successfully in Alaska. Winter care of 
the animals could be handled in a controlled 
environment situation as is being done in the 

of Alaska experiment. 
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State, and outside is a distinct possibility. 

ratsmg of musk oxen by the 
of Alaska on its Fairbanks facility will 

clues to the domestication of this animal, 
native to the which could provide sustenance 
and income for bush villages. The size of the Nunivak 
Island herd to the fact that this animal 
prospers in Alaska, and from its undercoat is 

u'"'"'""u qiviut, the finest and most precious wool 
in the world. 

Grain crops, particularly barley, and to a lesser 
extent, oats, have been grown successfully in the state 

a century. These grains are high in 
and the yield for oats and barley in interior 

Alaska is high, 150 and 100 bushels per acre 
General prospects for increased grain 

production in Alaska are good. Grain produced here, 
however, is primarily used in the livestock industries, 
and expansion in these areas must occur before 
expansion of grain crops can take place. However, 
as most facets of agricultural industry in Alaska, 
the potential for expansion of grain production in 
the state is good. 
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CEA has been successfully carried on by the 
University of Alaska on its Fairbanks campus for 
several years, producing data used in setting up the 
totally controlled environment system now in the 
testing stage at Wildwood near Kenai. University of 
Alaska horticulturists are at present testing the 
system in which heat, humidity and the carbon 
dioxide necessary for photosynthesis are under 
complete control. Once the system has been 
adequately tested, in 18 months or so, the Kenai 
Natives Association, whose members are at present 
being trained to carry on the project, will be able 
to provide Alaska markets with excellent fresh salad 
vegetables grown to maturity in a remarkably short 
time, and at the same time provide their members 
with year-around jobs. The potential for this type 
of agriculture in other parts of Alaska is enormous. 

Recently, interest has been developing throughout 
the country in the utilization of plant materials 
indigenous to and ecologically compatible with a 
particular geographic location. Alaska native plants 
have a built-in adjustment to our rigorous climate, 
and should be used extensively in home gardens and 
public landscaping. Regrettably, very few indigenous 
plant materials are commercially available and none 
is being commercially propagated. Therefore it 
would appear that commercial propagation and 
marketing of these plant materials to enhance the 
Alaskan ~~quality-of-life" would have considerable 
potential. Besides, the extremely hardy native germ 
plasm could provide genetic stocks for the 
development of hardy ornamentals for export. 

A few of the other types of agricultural ventures 
awaiting development in Alaska are: honey 
production, with the abundant native flora providing 
ample forage for bee colonies; native grass turf for 
instant lawns, native grass seed for residential and 
commercial landscaping, and revegetation projects; 
domestication and increased production of Alaska's 
exquisite-tasting small native fruits such as raspberry, 
cranberry, blueberry, etc., and products made from 
these; disease-free seed potatoes from Alaska's fungal 
and viral disease-free farms; and seed potatoes from 
hardy frost-resistant varieties developed in Alaska. 

the present time, agriculture in Alaska is suffering 
from the lack of required capital invested in 

cooperatives, slaughter-houses and 
meat packing facilities, produce packing sheds, 
freezing and cold storage units, canneries and other 
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