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is one of the
largest industries in Anchorage contributing the most
to new employment in
economy. Another big
year in trade is anticipated along with continued
population growth similar to that recorded in 1975.
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ALASKA'S LABOR MARKET IN APR! L
··Employment Unemployment:
Employment
increased in April with a 4 percent gain over March.
After the slight rise in unemployment experienced
m March, the unemployment rate for April dropped
to 10.2 percent. Much of the gain in employment
was seasonal. as several industries geared up for the
summer season.

of population growth in
since increases in
mean
in the civilian labor force
have been discouraged. The civilian
has been mcreasing at a greater rate than
the population which seems to indicate that the
in contains a higher percentage
of workers without families. Meanwhile employment
more than the labor force
in a decline in the number of people
there should be some growth
it will not be at the same

the U.S. and Seattle declined
6 percent. This trend
but at a much slower rate
than 5 percent. Since
consumed
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Anchorage
are
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transportation situation is
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the pipeline nearing completion
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the cost of service as the major
CPI up. The CPI for the first
rose only 1.8 percent, which is a
the
percent increase that
of 1975. The April
rate of 7.2 percent,
constant.
Anchorage's economic future looks
there are many questions yet to be
the area's long term growth potential
can be more accurately assessed.

Mining:
Employment in the mmmg industry
remained relatively stable with only a 2 percent drop
from the previous month. The major decline in this
industry occurred in gas and oil extraction. However,
small gains were reported by firms involved in mineral
mining.
looking into the future, officials of Inspiration
Development Company in April notified the
Department of Natural Resources that they are
considering the development of copper and nickel
deposits near the community of Pelican in Southeast
Alaska.
If this project proves to be feasible,
development of the mine may begin in the 1980's.
Construction: The construction industry experienced
a 10.4 percent increase in employment during the
month of April. Pipeline construction continues to
be the dominant factor in this industry, as
employment in general contracting other than
building construction continued to rise sharply.
Manufacturing: This industry saw a 14.3 percent
increase in employment in April over March. The
lumber and wood products sector was the most active
during the month, with a 30 percent increase in the
number employed. When compared to the same
period during 1975, employment for the industry as
a whole rose 11.6 percent during April 1976.
Transportation, Communications and Utilities: A
decline in employment in trucking and water
transportation was reflected in a one percent drop
in employment in this industry. This industry is well
into readjusting to a prepipeline level of activity.
Trade: Employment in the trade industry rose 2
percent in April when compared to March. All
sectors of this industry experienced modest gains in
employment as firms reacted to the increased activity
of the coming summer season. When compared to
the same time last year, employment in this industry
has increased just under 10 percent.
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