
UNEMPLOYMENTINSURANCE 
CLAIMANTCHARACTERISTICS 

By Su Hendrix 

INTRODUCTION 

n February, 68% of estimated unemployment in Alaska 
was covered by state unemployment Insurance (UI). Those 
unemployed persons excluded from coverage were new 

entrants and reentrants to the labor force who tend to be 
students and homemakers, respectively. Also excluded were 
people who have exhausted benefits without having returned 
to work and people who never filed for benefits. Unemployed 
persons covered by UI are considered experienced workers. 
During February 58,209 payments, totalling $8,129,995, were 
made to Alaska's in-state UI c laimants. 

UI claimant data Is a potential source of labor supply informa­
tion. While It does not provide a comprehensive view of all 
unemployed people, c haracteristics do Indicate a pool of 
available and experienced workers not currently employed. 

ABOUT THE DATA 

Onc e every m onth, a survey o f UI claimants is conducted to 
obtain certain characteristics data. A 100% sample of UI 
claimants f il ing for benefits d uring a key week is drawn from 
the Automated Benefits System. In the mid-month of each 
quarter,cross-tabulated tables of select UI claimant character­
istics are run. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: UI claimant characteristics that appear 
throughout this Issue are available for each of Alaska's UI 
offices upon request. 
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The coding of occupations is based on the Dictionary of 
Occupational Titles (DOT). In all tables exceptTable 3 , a 2-diglt 
code was used; Table 3 was based on a 3-digit code to provide 
a greater level of detail. The total number of claimants on each 
table may vary due to incomplete coding characteristics. 

Industry codes are based upon the industry in which the 
c laimant earned wages used to determine the UI benefit 
amount. In most cases this reflects the last industry in which 
the claimant was employed. Nearly three-quarters of all Alaska 
workers have earnings in only one industry. For comparison to 
February data see cross-tabulated characteristics for August 
1 981 that were published in Alaska Annual Planning Information 
1982 (API). 

CLAIMANT. Y INDUSTRY 

In February the distribution of claimants by industry reflected 
that the highest concentration of experienced unemployed 
was in construction with 26% of a/l claimants. Services, man­
ufacturing, trade and mining followed with 19%, 14%, 120/0 and 
10%. respectively. Atthe end of the scale were public admini­
stration, finance. and agriculture. 

UNEMPLOYED STRUCTURAL WORKERS 

In February. 38% (5,277) of all claimants living in Alaska stated 
that structural work was their primary occupation (See Tables 
1 and 2). This is not surprising since construction activity was 
at Its seasonal low. Nearly one-half of these 5,277 claimants 

Table 1 
A...1Ca UI ctelmant. 

By Indu.tty .nd Occupat'on 
...bruary 11182 

Tote' Ag. Mining Conet. MIg. Tr8in8. Trade Finance Servlcee PUb. Ad. Unknown 
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Table 2 

Aleeka U I Clelmanta 


By Occ:up.t.on W1ttWn Induetry' Percent Dletrtbution 

February 11182 


Totel Ag. Mining Canst. MIg . Tran8. Trade Finance Services Pub . Ad, Unknown 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Of1leer. and 

Managers ... . 10.S 3.8 10.3 2 .9 3 .8 15.1 8 .1 18.9 21 .5 24 3 11 .8 
C lerical and 

Sal•• . •• ••••• 12 .9 1 .9 9 .5 2.7 5 .8 13.4 2 7 .8 44. 1 18.3 lB.l 11.8 
Services •. •• ••• 11 .1 8 .6 7 .5 2 .5 5 .8 6 .2 28.4 7.5 20.7 11.7 131 
Agricultural , 

FiShery. 
Forestry .• ••. 3 .3 5,1.8 1.8 0 .8 10 .2 2 .1 0.9 1 .3 1.8 4 .7 4 .8 

Processing • . • • . 5 .9 11.8 1.9 0 .5 32.3 1.4 1.7 3 .1 1.4 2.7 1 .4 
M achine 

Trade ... • . . • . 4 .3 0 .0 8.3 3 .8 5 .3 6 .3 5.2 0 .5 3 .8 1 .9 4 .3 
Bench Work .. . . 0 .• 0 .0 0 .6 0 .3 0 .• 0 .0 0 .7 0.2 0 .7 0 .1 0 .4 
Structural 

Work .... .... 37.6 13.4 4 6 .4 71.9 21.5 23.3 16.7 20.8 23.4 31 .4 39.3 
Misc.... ... .... '3.2 B.6 15.5 14.1 14 .3 31 .6 1 1 .0 5 .• 8.0 8.8 13.1 

had worked in the construction industry. 80th mining and 
services had nearly 12% of those claimants whose primary 
occupation was structural work. The remaining 25% of unem­
ployed structural workers were distributed over the other 
industries (See graph). 

A more detailed occupational analysis of unemployed struc­
tural workers indicated nearly two-thirds were carpenters. 
excavators, graders and miscellaneous construction workers. 
Other unemployed structural workers included welders, 
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TableS 

Alaeka UI Clalmanta 


By Induatry for Belect Occupatlons11 

February 1982 


Total Clalmanta 13,800 


J
l 

ProfeeelonaVTechnlcal 
Surveylng /Car10g raphic Occupellons (018) . . .. .... . .. . . 149 o 
Admlnist retlve Specializations, N.E.C.' (1 69) . •••••.• .. .. 106 f' 

ClericallBal_ 

Stenography. Typing, Filing, & Re lated, N.E.C.' (209) . . . . 190 

Accounting and Slatlstica l Clerks (216) .....•.••..•.•.•. 164 o 

Secretaries (201) ...... .. ........ .. ... . ............... . 158 1 

Safee Clerka (:290) ....... . ... ..... .. . ..... ... ... .. .. . .. 157 o 

Bookkeepers & Bookkeeping M ch . Operatore (210) . . .• . 154 1 

Cashiers a nd Tellers (:211) . ... . .. . . ................... . 
 '49 o 
Shipping . Receiving, Stook & Relsted (22:2) . .. •.••. .. •.. 101 o 

Bervlc_ 
Chets & Cooks. Hote ls & Restauranta(313) . • ••. •.•. ... .• 313 o 

WalterslWaitreasAs & Related (31 1) •.• ..• . .... ...••.•.• 2.08 o 

Bar1enders (312) . . .. . .... ... ........ .. ..... . .... ... .. . 153 1 

K itchen Workers, N.E.C.' (316) .... ... . ....... .... ..... . 129 1 


AgricUlture, Rehery, FOf'aetry 

Logging and Related (454) .•.. .••••...•••• . •.••••...••. 204 4 

Net, Selrye, and Trap Fishers (441 ) .... , ................ , 109 39 


Proce••lng Occupatio.,. 

Proces8¢rs of Food, Tobacco, & 

Related Products, N.E.C. ' (529), . , ...... .. .. .. . , . ... .. . 480 2 


Heating, Rendering, Melting. Drying . Cooling. Freezing. 

and Ra lated (623) .... ....... •• , . ..••..•.•••.• . .... • . • 285 8 


Machine Trade Occupations 

Motorized Vehicles snd Engineering Eq uipment 

Mec hanlcII and Repairers (620) . ... ... ....... ..... ... . 279 o 


Structural Work 

Miscellaneous Construction, N.E.C.' (669) . . . .... . . .. .• • 1904 9 

Carpenters and Related (860) . .. , . •.. . .. . •• , ..... .• . .•• 854 o 

Excavallng. Grading, Paving & Related. N.E.C.· (859) .•.. 661 3 

Excavating. Grading and Related (850) , . . .. . ..•. ... •.•• 483 1 

Assemblers. Installers and Repa irers of Lighting 

Equipment and Building W iring, N.E.C.'(824) . •. ........ 216 o 


Plumbers, Gasfinera, Steamtlners & Related (662) .. .•• •• 166 o 

Welders. Cuners and Related. N.E.C.' (819) ... • , .. . ...•. 179 1 


Mlacellaneou. 

Truck D ri vers, Haavy (905) . .. ... . ... .. .. , ... , ... . , .... . 358 1 

Mov ing & Storing Materia ls & Products, N.E.C.' (922) . . . • 2 12 :2 

Paesenger Tranapor1atlon, N.E.C.' (91 3) ••• . • ........ ..• 199 1 

Packaging & Materla la Ha ndling. N.E.C .' (929) •• , . . . . , . . 162 o 

Motor Fmlght, N.E.C.' (909) .... ..... . .. .. . . . . . , , ... . . . . 154 o 

HOisting and Conveying (92.1 ) ... . .... , .... .. . ... . ... .. . 110 1 

Water Transportation (911) ' ... . , . ... ..•• ... , .. ........ . 106 
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, Not Elsewhere CIS!lsified 

11 Cialmanta b y occup ation listed 
occupetions with at least 100 total cia. IS. 
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" 9 8 10 34 2 22 3 4 
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25 25 31 11 106 2 102 5 e 
7 9 12 3 116 o 52 8 1 
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6 11 8 9 35 2 54 2 3 

5 6 173 5 2 5 o 3 
5 9 18 12 4 13 5 3 

5 5 426 4 13 3 16 5 
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34 73 33 31 47 2 47 9 3 

262 769 180 89 1 20 42 249 150 34 
70 499 62 17 38 13 76 82 17 
77 311 44 31 12 3 53 21 8 
51 278 41 33 18 3 26 26 8 

25 124 8 15 9 o 25 6 4,21 133 3 8 5 o 17 2 
38 66 28 5 9 o 25 7 2 

35 149 33 66 29 3 31 5 4 
22 33 33 32 50 1 28 6 5 
14 84 14 41 15 o 21 8 3 

6 19 33 40 24 3 25 9 3 
8 49 37 31 7 12 14 6 o 

13 24 48 3 4 o 10 5 2 
2 10 19 48 3 4 4 12 2 

rep lati ve sample 01 those three-dig.t Dictionary or Occupational Titles (0.0 T. ) 
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plumbers, gas fitters or people who assemble, install, or repair 
lights and wires. The remaining 25% were distributed through 
other structual occupations. 

RACE BY INDUSTRY 

Table 4 and 5 present another characteristic of unemployment 
insurance claimants, their race. Race has been cross-tab­
ulated with the c laimants' major industry. Table 4 shows the 
percent distribution of each race over the different industries. 
The highest percentage of white (non hispanic) claimants 
worked in the construction Industry (29%) .Black (non hispanic) , 
hispanic, and Alaska Native or Indian claimants were heavily 
concentrated in the service industry with 32%. 20%, and 24% 
respectively. A very large percent (70%) of the Asian/Pacific 
Islander claimants had worked in manufacturing. 

Table 5 shows the racial distribution of claimants in a giver 
industry. In all but one industry the largest percentage of 
claimants were white (non hispanic). This is not unreasonable 
cons idering the racial distribution of Alaska's population and 
employment. The one industry which was not dominated by 
white claimants was agricultu re. Indian and Alaska Native 
c laimants rep resented 40% of the claimants who had worked 
other structural occupations. 

Tabl•• 
AI...ka UI Clalmanta 

Race By ,.-try 
Percent ot.trlbUUon 

February 1Ma 

Total AO Mining eon... MIO· Tran8. Trade Flna('.ce Services Pub. Ad. Unknown 

RACE 
White (Non 

Hispanic) • .•. . 
Black (Non 

Hispanic) .... . 
Hispanic ..•. . .. 
Indian and 

Ak. NaUve 
As ian & Pacific 

la lander • .. •.. 
Information not 

Available •.••• 

100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

1CO.O 

0 .4 

0 .0 
1 .6 

1 .8 

0.0 

3 .3 

10.6 

12.9 
8 .9 

4 .0 

3 .3 

;6.6 

29.0 

16.3 
18.5 

19.6 

42 

16 .4 

11 ,5 

5.9 
19.1 

164 

69.6 

11.0 

7 .8 

5 .0 
6 .1 

7.1 

1 .6 

5.2 

13.2 

13.2 
16.8 

7 .3 

6 .9 

5 .6 

2 .1 

4 .8 
16 

4 .8 

0 .4 

.... 

17.5 

31 .9 
20.2 

24.2 

10.1 

21.4 

6 .1 

5.9 
6 .1 

12.2 

1 .0 

8 .5 

1 .3 

3 .6 
0.5 

2 .0 

0 .4 

1 .1 
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Table a 
Alaska UI Clalmanta 
Race Within Indu.tty 
P .rcent Distribution 

February 180Z­

Total AQ. Mining Canst. Mfg. Trans. Trade Finance Services Pub. Ad. Unknown 

TOTAL ...... . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 '00.0 100.0 '00.0 '00.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
White (Non 

Hispanic) ..... 72.5 39.4 80.7 8'.9 57 .9 77.6 80.9 58.4 67 .1 63.2 56.0 
Black (Non 

Hispanic) .... . 
Hispanic . ...... 

2.5 
1.2 

0 .0 
2.8 

3 .4 
1.1 

'.5 
0.9 

, 0 

'.6 
' .7 
1.0 

2.8 
1.7 

4.4 
0 .7 

4 .2 
' .3 

2',., 6 .3 
OA 

Indian and 
Ak. NatIve .... 16A 40.3 6 .8 12.5 '8.7 16.0 10.1 29.5 21.0 28.4 23.3 

Asian & Pacjfjc 
Islander ... ... 3.3 0.0 ,., 0 .5 16.1 0.7 2 .5 05 '.8 0 .5 0.9 

Information not 
Available ... -. 3 .8 17.3 6.5 2 .' 4.4 2.7 ' .7 5 .2 4.3 4 .6 2.9 
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