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3 and was based on the cost million 
for a secondary waste water treatment plant and the 
fluctuating pulp market. Included in the 
announcement was the statement that "plans would 
be for certain sawmilling 

logging would be done to supply 
and to meet long-term Forest 

Service contracts. This decision will have a 
drastic and long-term effect on the Ketchikan area 
and on Southeast Alaska. 

Assuming the EPA grants a waiver of the July 1, 1976 
deadline the start of on the 
secondary wastewater treatment plant due to 
anticipated closure, the mill will probably effect a 
gradual close down. This would lessen the impact 
on the Ketchikan area. The surplus supply of labor 
would be to adjust by seeking employment in 
the same area in different occupations or by seeking 
employment in other areas of the state. 

Approximately workers will be directly 
affected by the pulp mill closure-this includes the 
pulp mill employees and loggers. Almost all of this 
direct unemployment will occur in Ketchikan and 
Prince of Wales areas. 
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The projection computed above will vary the 
action that Ketchikan residents will take in 
developing new bases for the area's economy if the 
mill continues with its planned closure. Numerous 
alternatives are available: and 
development of the tourism industry, construction of 
additional fish hatcheries in the area rebuild the 
fishing industry, development of the mining industry, 
and seeking additional international markets the 
products of the sawmills which will remain in 
operation after closure of the mill. 
unemployment impact and decreases in 
population will be inversely porportional to the 
extent that these alternatives can be developed. 

ALASKA'S MAR IN MARCH 

rose slightly in over 
level of 11 .2 is was of 
seekers entering the labor market at a faster rate than 
jobs could be made available by industry. 

Mining: Following the normal seasonal trend of this 
industry, employment in mining rose by 5 percent 
during the month of March. Most of the increase 
was in gas and oil extraction, along with a small 
increase in in coal min 
in this industry has increased 10 percent over the 
same period one year ago. 

Again as in April, 
construction on the trans-Alaska oil pipeline was the 
leader in new employment. Employment on the 
pipeline is expected to reach approximately the same 
level of activity that was experienced in 1975. Overall 
employment in the industry rose percent between 
April and March, which is typical for this time of 
year. 


