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facility has the potential to significantly lower 
Fairbanks' extraordinarily cost of living, by 
providing cheaper fuel and electricity, both of which 
are extremely high cost items throughout Alaska's 
interior. 

Potentially more important than direct economic 
impacts like the oil refinery are possible secondary 
effects in the form of increased developments in 
interior Alaska. These would take form 
of resource extraction in areas adjacent to the 
pipeline corridor and access developments 
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be a disaster for Fairbanks residents having fixed 
incomes. 

Other areas of impact include police protection, fire 
protection, medical services and schools. In short, it 
appears that virtually the entire spectrum of 
community services will be hard pressed once the ball 
gets rolling. Indeed, it is hard for an outsider to see 
how the weight of all the newcomers who will 
descend upon Fairbanks once pipeline work begins 
can avoid straining the socio-ecomomic fabric of the 
community to near the breaking point. 

So far we have discussed Fairbanks' economy as it 
is now, and looked at the long term economic effects 
of the pipeline on the community, together with 
some more short term socio-economic impacts that 
will come as a result of its construction. Before we 
close this article, it seems well to say a few 
words about long term ramifications of the 
project for Fairbanks' life style. In this vein, consider 
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